----- Original Message ----- 

From: Claudia Megaro 

To: sportdds@uic.edu ; rwesley@siumed.edu ; anthony@spina.us ; drajs@msn.com ; DIF1313@aol.com ; drmousel@att.net ; branallo@cds.org ; lwozzie@aol.com ; michael.durbin@aaomembers.org ; mtk-dgk@sbcglobal.net ; mmbhumenik@yahoo.com ; grzenterp ; lcleary@cds.org ; lgirardi@cds.org ; drholba@sbcglobal.net ; rsorpassa@comcast.net ; joeungerdds@comcast.net ; grzenterprises@comcast.net ; ttiersky@comcast.net ; mbkrisko@sbcglobal.net ; csnell1@mchsi.com ; melrozdental1@yahoo.com 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 5:39 AM

Subject: Putting Patient Care First

As most of you are aware, the Chicago Dental Society's 2009 annual meeting is coming up.  Some of you may not be aware however, that the CDS is allowing a group, The American Endodontic Society which promotes a dangerous, unscientific, and substandard root canal method/material, to have two table clinics and spread their propaganda and solicit members.

 

This drug, was rejected by the FDA in 1993 for failure to demonstrate the safety of its active ingredient, (para)formaldehyde. http://www.dentalwatch.org/questionable/sargenti/hearing(1993).rtf    The drug contains  paraformaldehyde, sometimes lead and mercury, and/or anything else the dentist wants to add.  The most recognized name for this material is Sargenti Paste. Other names that it is known by are, N2, N2 Normal, N2 Medical, N2 Universal, N2 Apical, RC-2B, RC-2W, TCM, White One-Step Endodontic Formula, and Endodilato.  This toxic substance is not suppose to be used.  It is considered below the standard of care.  For a complete history of the Sargenti dental saga that has played out over the pass 40 years please read this article.

http://www.dentalwatch.org/questionable/sargenti/overview.html
 

Instead of doing real research and legally trying to have Sargenti Paste approved by the FDA, AES leader, Alvin Arzt, has been active trying to recruit new members, soliciting compounding pharmacies to make Sargenti Paste, and bringing legal action against those that oppose the using of this material.  Alvin Arzt and others in the AES complain that it is an  "endodontic conspiracy" against general dentists and their use of Sargenti Paste.  There are far more general dentists using gutta percha than the minority group of dentists who use Sargenti paste. The following excerpt is from a dental board disciplinary hearing against a sargenti-using dentist:

 

Upon further questioning, Dr. Hehli elaborated about the technique and explained that it was practiced by a very small percentage of dentists as compared to the American Association of Endodontics who practice the gutta-percha method:   

 

"I guess that I mean that there’s a small percentage of dentists - - in fact they have their own group that practice the Sargenti method, but it’s a very small minority.  And if you asked a hundred dentists, 99 of them would say that it’s not acceptable." [Tr. at pg. 66]

 

The AES use the CDS's allowing them table clinics as a big event in their newsletters.  The following is an example:

 

"For most of the 2-1/2 hour session, both of our tables were a flurry of interest. Of course, the most prominent question was,‘but where do I get this magic sealer?’ (The word magic being added as my own literary enhancement).The answer was that one must be a member of the American Endodontic Society to be privy to that information “Here’s an application form.” You, our members, are already part of that exclusive group! Our Director Emeritus,Manny Ploumis, put it best:“AAA only gives maps to its members.” Think of how fortunate you are to already have the key to this valuable asset to your practice."  http://www.aesoc.com/Final%20AES%20Sp07.pdf
 

I would like for anyone reading this email to be aware that there are human beings that have been injured by the use of it.  I am a patient that has been severely harmed by the use of Sargenti Paste on me by a AES dentist. I developed osteomyelitis/necrosis in my upper right jaw and my dentist still did not get me the help I needed. I lost a good portion of my jaw.  I have had over 20 surgeries including a fibula-free-flap transfer, 2 picc lines for IV antibiotics, years of oral antibiotics, I have done 70 hyperbaric oxygen dives, had 15-20 CT scans, 4 MRIs, 3 bone scans, numerous x-rays, and antibiotics beads implanted in my jaw for almost a year.  My insurance has paid out over $500,000.00 and I have paid over $300,000.00 myself.  I have lost time with my three children that I will never get back.  

 

The recognized specialty organization for endodontics, The American Association of Endodontists (AAE) have a strong position against the use of Sargenti Paste. The Sargenti method is not taught in dental schools in the US. In fact, students are told not to use it because it is below the standard of care. Health Canada does not allow the sale of this material and dentists in Canada are not allowed to use it because it is considered below the standard of care. Many insurance companies, both patient and dental malpractice, will not cover the use of it.  There are many scientific papers from all over the world documenting the dangers of this material.  Please visit the following website for more information.  www.sargentipaste.org  or  www.worstrootcanalever.com 

 

Please know, that if you continue to condone the use of this material by allowing the AES table clinics, you are all partly responsible for all future injuries.  Patient's are harmed and all of you that are in positions to stop this are doing nothing.  There is no gray area here.

 

Paladino et al. have warned of the indefensibility of using the Sargenti endodontic technique (N2 or RC2B), informed consent or no informed consent: “A general dentist who performs a Sargenti root canal is going to have as an expert witness testifying against him virtually every endodontist in town.”91 Further, “any patient who comes to [a lawyer] with a Sargenti treated tooth has a prima facie case of negligence” against the dentist. “There is no way that... a dentist can justify performing that procedure.”91
 

How much money does the CDS get for each table presentation?  Is this the bottom line?  Unfortunately dentistry is now more about making money than truly wanting to help others and putting the patient first.

 

I am requesting that the CDS not allow the promoting of Sargenti Paste at their annual meeting.  If you will not do that, I am requesting that you allow us, The Sargenti Opposition Society, to have a table at your annual meeting.

 

Hopefully there will be someone who reads this email that has the ethics, professionalism, and strength of character to do the right thing and put patient safety before profit, dental politics, and fear of backlash from a minority of dentists.

 

Sincerely,

 

Claudia Megaro

 

Below are my correspondences with Aloysius Kleszynski concerning last years CDS annual meeting and Sargenti table clinics.

 

